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H O N O R E E

BRUCE ALBERTS, a prominent biochemist with 
a strong commitment to the improvement of sci-
ence and mathematics education, serves as editor-
in-chief of Science and served as one of President 
Barack obama’s first three science envoys. Alberts 
is also Professor emeritus in the department of Bio-

chemistry and Biophysics at the university of california, san Francisco, to 
which he returned after serving two six-year terms as the president of the 
national Academy of sciences (nAs).

during his tenure at the nAs, Alberts was instrumental in develop-
ing the landmark national science education standards that have been 
implemented in school systems nationwide. The type of “science as inqui-
ry” teaching we need, says Alberts, emphasizes “logical, hands-on problem 
solving, and it insists on having evidence for claims that can be confirmed 
by others. it requires work in cooperative groups, where those with differ-
ent types of talents can discover them—developing self-confidence and an 
ability to communicate effectively with others.”

Alberts is also noted as one of the original authors of The Molecular Bi-
ology of the Cell, a preeminent textbook in the field now in its fifth edition. 
For the period 2000 to 2009, he served as the co-chair of the interAcademy 
council, an organization in Amsterdam governed by the presidents of 15 
national academies of sciences that was established to provide scientific ad-
vice to the world.

committed in his international work to the promotion of the “creativ-
ity, openness and tolerance that are inherent to science,” Alberts believes 
that “scientists all around the world must now band together to help create 
more rational, scientifically-based societies that find dogmatism intoler-
able.”

widely recognized for his work in the fields of bio-
chemistry and molecular biology, Alberts has earned many 
honors and awards, including 16 honorary degrees. he cur-
rently serves on the advisory boards of more than 25 non-
profit institutions, including the gordon and Betty moore 
Foundation.
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