2019–2020 IMPACT REPORT
1

THE

MISSION

O F T H E N E W TR IE R E D U C A TIONA L
F O U N D A TIO N
TO PROVIDE PRIVATE FUNDING FOR
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
AND SPECIAL PROJECTS THAT ARE NOT
FUNDED— OR ARE FUNDED ONLY IN PART—
BY THE DISTRICT 203 BUDGET.

The District always seeks to maintain the quality of
education that is the hallmark of New Trier,
but it often does not have sufficient funds or the
legal ability to provide funding for all special
programs and initiatives that enhance the New Trier
educational experience. The role of the Foundation
is to assist the District in raising the necessary
funds which will allow the implementation of these
Cover photo:
Don Wurth, New Trier Science Faculty,
coaching Volta Elementary School
students to help them prepare for the
Science Olympiad tournament.

essential—but unfunded—programs or projects.
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Dear Friends,
We all know the 2019-2020 school year didn’t end as planned.
As we reflect on the past year, we are in awe of the people —
donors, faculty, staff, administration, students, and board
members — who made the year a success. Without the
enthusiasm, teamwork, and collaboration of Trevians at all
levels, none of the exciting things in these pages would
have happened.
As you read about the programs and projects highlighted in
this report, know that behind each one of them is the driving
force of a teacher or administrator. And behind them are
hundreds of donors supporting educational enrichment
opportunities at New Trier and the faculty that drive them.
We encourage you to look beyond the programs highlighted
here and read more stories of impact on our website.
As we move forward, the partnership between the District and
the Foundation continues to deepen. We strive to work together
strategically for the good of New Trier. We are excited for the
future with more grants and bigger projects yet to come!
Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,

Liz Mayer ’02
Executive Director
New Trier Educational Foundation
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“Students can choose from a diverse set of projects
because of their ability to prototype using the 3D
printer. It helps them to take ownership of
their learning experience.”
— Alex Howe
Applied Arts Faculty

3D Prototyping Gives New Trier Students
Limitless Possibilities for Learning
The Foundation has been providing funding support for Applied Arts to
acquire equipment and materials to be used by students in architecture,
woodshed and engineering classes, plus in extracurriculars such as Science
Olympiad and Robotics Club. Having a 3D printer to print in mass volume,
and a 3D scanner to facilitate research and design gives students the
opportunity to create a tangible product from their imagination, test it,
evaluate, and cycle through the same process as needed.
“This level of prototyping is what
students will see currently being used
in the industry,” points out Applied
Arts faculty Alex Howe. “It gives them
a leg up and a chance to learn how
to prepare themselves for
what’s expected out
in the field.”
FOUNDATION
SUPPORT

10,185

$

to purchase the 3D scanner for
students to use with the 3D
printer which was purchased with
a previous Foundation grant.
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“We are fortunate to have the equipment and
skill set to create products that will better the
lives of others and our community.”
— Jason Boumstein
Applied Arts Chair

New Trier Community Partners
Raise Funds for Those in Need
The past school year was truly an unprecedented time for
New Trier with the global coronavirus pandemic creating new
challenges, but also creating new opportunities for members
of the community to come together.
The Foundation joined efforts with the New Trier Parents Association,
the New Trier Fine Arts Association, and New Trier Booster Club to raise
funds for those in need in District 203. With over 65 donors, more than
$29,500 was raised to support 140+ New Trier families.
New Trier’s Applied Arts Department also saw this as an opportunity to
answer an immediate need in the community. Using their laser cutters and
Foundation-funded 3D printers and materials, the Applied
Arts staff produced more than 500 face shields and
donated them to the NorthShore University
COMMUNITY
HealthSystem, all fully assembled, amid a national
PARTNERS SUPPORT
shortage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
$
for medical workers on the front lines.

29,500

to help 140+ New Trier families
and produce more than
500 face shields for the
NorthShore University
HealthSystem
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Sofi’s Greenhouse
The New Trier Educational Foundation, District 203, and the family of Sofi Troglia
partnered to raise funds for a rooftop greenhouse at New Trier in memory of
Sofi Troglia ‘20. With construction completed in October, 2020, the greenhouse
is a special place where students of all abilities can gather, create, and inspire.
“Sofi was a well-known and beloved participant in our Education and Life Skills
program, and this greenhouse will help current students in the program learn
about science, art, and business while developing important vocational and
social-emotional skills,” says Denise Dubravec, Winnetka Campus Principal.
“We are thankful to Sofi’s family, friends, and our school community for helping
us build this warm and welcoming oasis in her memory.”
According to Joanne Panopoulos, Assistant Superintendent for Special Education,
the greenhouse will provide an authentic opportunity for our students in the
ELS and Transition Programs to learn valuable skills dealing with plant growth,
proper nutrition, and develop vocational skills which include basic home
economics, and home gardening alongside the economics of a small business
which can lead to additional vocational opportunities within the school and
outside the school.
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The greenhouse will also provide opportunities for other classes and clubs to
interact in ways they had not previously. Currently, Applied Arts is working with
Pepper Construction Company to use the greenhouse CAD drawings in the
Architecture classes making for a tangible real world project. In addition, students
will get to connect with the project lead from Pepper further.
The final cost of the greenhouse was $300,000, which includes enhancements
to accommodate students of all abilities. The Foundation raised over
$165,000. “This project was particularly meaningful as student groups,
parents, alumni, and the community came together to support this project,”
says Liz Mayer ’02, Foundation Executive Director.
On October 22, 2020, the Foundation hosted the Troglia family to officially open
Sofi’s Greenhouse. Sarah Troglia ‘87, Ceci Troglia ‘21, and Yvonne and John Held
cut the ribbon and welcomed others into the greenhouse. They were joined by
Paul Sally, Superintendent, Denise Dubravec, Winnetka Campus Principal,
Janet Hersh ‘74, NTEF Chair, and Liz Mayer ‘02, NTEF Executive Director.
Thank you to the many donors who helped us honor Sofi’s memory and create a
place where her spirit and joy can live on. This space will welcome people of all
abilities in a truly multi-disciplinary way.
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“I really felt that this song resonated so powerfully
within all of us, and by having Mr. Thomas conduct,
we could channel all our hard work into a
performance so great and so impactful.”
— Ava Naghshineh ’21
French Horn

New Trier Wind Ensemble Welcomes
Composer Omar Thomas
The New Trier High School Symphonic Wind Ensemble and Music Faculty
Matt Temple welcomed Omar Thomas to the Northfield Campus in
March 2020 for an interactive learning session, funded by the Educational
Foundation. In addition to the music clinic, students engaged in a five-part
lesson, focusing on how they can be positive agents of change.
Thomas is a world-renowned composer, arranger and educator who
wrote “Of Our New Day Begun” to honor the nine victims who lost their
lives to gun violence while worshipping in the Mother Emanuel Church
in Charleston, South Carolina in the evening of June 17, 2015. “It was a
horrible act of terrorism,” Thomas points out, “And it’s important to do
what we can within whatever roles we play in our lives to make sure this
doesn’t happen again.”
“Through the study of Omar Thomas’s piece, students will be able
to consider the role of diversity in their lives and explore
how they can become a positive change agent in
FOUNDATION
society,” says Music and Theatre Faculty Matt Temple.
SUPPORT

750

$

to cover artist fee
and travel expenses
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“The trip not only brought the student staffers together
in a way I haven’t seen before. They also brought
back skills and lessons that made the paper
even better than it had been in the past.”
— Carlo Trovato
English Faculty

New Trier Students Realize Their
Passion for Journalism
The editors of New Trier News student paper traveled to Washington, D.C.
to attend the Journalism Education Association Convention, an annual fall
conference in partnership with the National Scholastic Press Association for
student papers. Programs include a range of speakers, writing and design
competitions, opportunities to meet professional journalists, and a visit to
the headquarters of the Washington Post. Students also have the opportunity to network with other high school journalists and learn new ways to
improve their craft and the school paper.
Through the 203 Grants, the Foundation Board was pleased to support this
exceptional learning experience for our student journalists. With English
Faculty Carlo Trovato, they soaked up the robust programming spread
across the three-day conference kicked off by a keynote by Chuck Todd,
moderator of NBC’s “Meet The Press” and host of MSNBC’s “MTP Daily.”

FOUNDATION
SUPPORT

2,500

$

to cover travel expenses
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“Since this program began, many New Trier alumni who
volunteered as students come back and say how
helping the kids prepare for their tournaments
was one of the highlights of their senior year
or their high school experience,”
— Don Wurth
Science Faculty

New Trier Students Help Volta Science
Olympiad Teams Prepare for Tournaments
New Trier has been sponsoring a Science Olympiad team within the Chicago Public School system for more than seven years, more than five working
with Volta in the city’s Albany Park neighborhood. In total, over 125 CPS
students have benefitted from this social service partnership, and over 150
New Trier volunteers have assisted in the effort. Volta selects 30 of their
students (grades 6-8) for their varsity and junior varsity teams.
Throughout the fall, winter and spring, 20 New Trier volunteers — comprising juniors, seniors and faculty — spend their Saturday mornings assisting
the Volta teams with studying, practicing labs, and building their engineering products. The hard work of the Volta students and New Trier volunteers
have resulted in Volta teams finishing in the top three in the city for the last
three years and advancing to the state tournament.
“Our main objective is to engage New Trier students in meaningful interactions with the Volta students while helping them develop valuable
skills in engineering, science and lab,” points out NT Science Faculty
Don Wurth. “This is a great embodiment of all three facets
FOUNDATION
of our school motto — to commit minds to inquiry, hearts to
SUPPORT
compassion, and lives to the service of humanity.”

2,500

$

to purchase building supplies
and study materials
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Michelle Gooze-Miller ’89
I’m excited about the many initiatives that the Foundation helps to
make possible, especially the Entrepreneurship program which
culminates in Pitch Night where students do live presentations to
business experts and investors. My eldest, Jonah ’17, had graduated
by that time, but I’m sure it would have been a perfect program for
him as he enjoyed the investment and marketing challenges from
his business education classes.

“I support the Foundation
because they help to
ensure that New Trier
can continue providing
opportunities to
students that enhance
their learning.”

My eldest daughter Sylvia ’19 appreciated the unique experiences as
she explored all of her interests to help her figure out what she
wanted to pursue. I think she could potentially be interested in being
a member of the Foundation’s Young Alumni Leadership Council.
My younger son, Asher ’21, has been involved in the engineering
program, which has helped him focus on what branch of engineering
he should apply his skills to. My youngest daughter, Rose ’23, may
apply to the IGGS (Integrated Global Studies School) and has the
makings of a cultural ambassador.

Rob Faurot ’77
The New Trier Educational Foundation didn’t exist when I was a student
at NT, but if I could give some advice to the students today, my advice
to them would be to encourage their teachers to take advantage of the
Foundation’s 203 Grants program.

“The Foundation provides
funding for extraordinary
learning opportunities
students can be exposed
to in a very unique way.”

If they have a particular interest of study that would require additional
funds that are normally not available from the District’s budget, their
teachers can apply for a grant and develop a program out of it. It’s the
bedrock for giving them the tools and resources to help them meet the
evolving educational needs of our students.
Although our taxes certainly contribute a lot to the operational budget
of New Trier, the Foundation provides a way for people to support the
school beyond what public funding can provide. It’s a way for the community to directly support programs that make New Trier such a special
place.
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Julia Marran ’78
My parents, Jim and Barbara, used to tell the story of how they decided
in 1956 to move to a small town in the Midwest. My dad was offered a
job in New England, but he was drawn to the philosophy and culture of
New Trier in Winnetka that placed a lot of trust in their teachers. It was
a strong driving force for him.

“New Trier is important to
me because it kept my
family connected through
shared experiences for
many generations.”

My father instilled that same value in my brothers and me by allowing
us to explore our own interests at New Trier. Jay ’75 delved into the
humanities, Paul ’85 pursued a path in marketing, and David ’83 was
passionate about journalism. I developed a love for theatre which
became my major in college.
In 2001, my dad helped to establish the New Trier Educational Foundation, believing in its role in helping students and teachers exemplify the
school motto. Then in 2017, the Foundation launched the James Marran
Endowment Fund for Professional Development.
Alongside opportunities for students to reach their full potential,
my dad believed that teacher education could have a major impact
in enhancing the learning experience for students. This is why the
endowment meant so much to him.

This Endowed Fund is named in honor of Jim Marran, New Trier High

TH E

School Social Studies faculty member and Department Chair from

M AR R AN F U N D

1956-1993; and member of the New Trier Educational Foundation
Board from 2005-2014. This endowed fund provides financial support
for professional development opportunities that are unique and
innovative, further build a connection between New Trier and other
schools, and advance outreach, equity, and community connections.
This may include faculty grants for research, visiting teachers or experts, or partnerships with other districts.
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Brian Hart ‘05
Before I joined the Young Alumni Leadership Council, I was looking for
ways to give back and even start a foundation that provides educational
opportunities to underprivileged youth. When I learned about NTEF
supporting the Science Department helping student teams from Volta
Elementary School prepare for the Science Olympiad tournaments,
I realized that the Foundation was already doing work that aligned
with my goals. I knew then that I wanted to help grow this initiative by
reaching out to other NT alumni who share my vision.

“What I’ve achieved in
college and graduate
school I owe to New Trier
as a place where I learned
how to learn in a uniquely
supportive environment.”

TH E
YO UNG ALU M N I
L E AD E RS HIP
COUNC IL

The fun part about living in Chicago is that I cross paths with alumni
everywhere I go and naturally strike up a conversation about our high
school experiences. I quickly learned that a lot of alumni out there are
looking for opportunities to give back. Now that I’m involved with the
Council, I can talk about the Foundation in many of the social settings
I find myself in.
New Trier has a large alumni community that wants to be involved, and
we’ve been more connected than we think. The Council has a powerful
opportunity to leverage this wide reach and harness the ability of this
community to do even greater things.

The mission of the Young Alumni Leadership Council is to actively
engage young alumni in advancing the strategic priorities of
the Foundation. Young alumni are defined as alumni who have
graduated within the last 20 years. The Young Alumni Leadership
Council provides an opportunity for energetic and active young
alumni to connect with their fellow graduates, network for career
opportunities, and partner with both the New Trier Educational
Foundation and New Trier High School. The Leadership Council
serves as an adjunct board to the Foundation for creating stronger
connections between the Foundation, District, alumni, current
students and the community.
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Our Impact By the Numbers
To view our full financial statements, please visit
www.newtrierconnect.org/about/past-sucesses/

$374,351

total cash revenues,
gains, and support
without restriction **

$214,116
$68,974
to traditional
grants

$32,307

total funding to
NT educational
programming

to NT Cares – an
emergency COVID
response fund

$82,552
raised through
Strokes of Genius

$112,835

$145,118

to Sofi’s
Greenhouse

$18,009
raised for
restricted
purposes *

total Development
and Fundraising
Expenses

*	includes named grants and projects
outside those listed above
**	only includes restrictions carried
into the next fiscal year
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This year, we celebrate 20 years of partnership with the New Trier District to
provide funding for projects that enhance the educational experiences of
New Trier students and help them live the school motto — “to commit minds
to inquiry, hearts to compassion, and lives to the service of humanity.”

SAVE THE DATES
April 17, 2021: New Trier’s Day of Service
Alumni, students, and the community work together on service projects across the
nation and build connections with fellow Trevians.
September 20, 2021: Strokes of Genius
We bring together members of the New Trier community for a safe game of golf
and to thank all who have supported the Foundation throughout the year.
March 11, 2022: Alumni Achievement Awards Gala
We honor alumni for exemplifying the school’s motto by inducting them into the
Alumni Hall of Honor and celebrating their achievements at a gala dinner.
For details about how to participate, go to our website at www.newtrierconnect.org.
Be sure to follow us on social media to stay connected with us throughout the year.
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New Trier film and media students
at the All-American High School
Film Festival in New York City
Fall 2019
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