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The New Trier Educational Foundation is proud to partner 
with the District 203 administration and New Trier High 
School faculty to identify programs and projects that  
provide exceptional learning experiences for all New 
Trier students, faculty, and staff.

Through private funds raised from this event and other 
initiatives, the Educational Foundation sustains and 
grows its 203 Grants program to support educational  
opportunities that are not funded — or are funded only  
in part — by the District 203 budget.
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Welcome from New Trier District 203

Superintendent Paul Sally
To Our Alumni Honorees and Guests:

On behalf of the District 203 administration and Board of Education, welcome 
to Gala 2022. The nine alumni we celebrate tonight are role models for our 
current students, chosen for exemplifying New Trier’s mission: “To commit 
minds to inquiry, hearts to compassion, and lives to the service of humanity.”

District 203 began the Alumni Achievement Awards program in 2010 to shine  
a spotlight on the many New Trier High School alumni who have had an  
extraordinary impact in their careers and communities. Counting this year’s 
class, we have welcomed 70 alumni into our Alumni Hall of Honor, including 
pioneering scientists, business leaders, lawmakers, educators, philanthropists, 
and award-winning writers, artists, actors, musicians, and directors. 

Each time we honor a new class of alumni honorees, I look forward to hearing 
about the impact a New Trier education had on their lives after graduation. 
So often we hear honorees speak fondly about individual teachers, coaches, 
and staff members who encouraged and supported their future goals. These 
stories remind us that today, the words and actions of our compassionate and 
caring faculty and staff are influencing future leaders. 

Thank you to the New Trier Educational Foundation for organizing and hosting 
tonight’s celebration and to the many individuals who helped make this event 
possible. Thank you also to our guests who are joining us tonight to recognize 
our 2022 Alumni Achievement Award honorees and to support the Foundation 
in their efforts to provide exceptional learning opportunities for our students, 
faculty, and staff. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Paul Sally
Superintendent, New Trier Township High School District 203
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Welcome from New Trier Educational Foundation

Chair Scott Fowkes ’81
Dear Honorees and Guests:

I am thrilled to be with all of you tonight to celebrate New Trier High School 
and the entire New Trier community.  A celebration is certainly called for 
after the past two years! 

Now in its 22nd year, the New Trier Educational Foundation’s mission is to 
support exceptional learning opportunities for our students.  We have the 
unique privilege of supporting the entire student experience, including  
core academics, electives, extracurricular activities, the arts, and athletics.  
As we look ahead to innovative and creative projects on the horizon,  
we can’t help but be excited.

Tonight, we honor nine distinguished alumni who have shown commitment  
to the New Trier motto. Their accomplishments are undoubtedly the result 
of their New Trier experiences, filled with opportunities that sparked  
personal drive and unwavering persistence. This year’s honorees represent 
a diverse group of leaders in business, government, athletics, philanthropy, 
and the arts. We are proud to honor them.

On behalf of the New Trier Educational Foundation, I thank Dr. Paul Sally 
and the Board of Education for their support in making Gala 2022 a success 
and for their partnership in advancing the Foundation’s mission.  We also 
are grateful to our Gala 2022 sponsors for making this evening possible.

Last, but not least, thanks to each of you. Because of your generous  
support, the Foundation will be able to continue funding educational  
experiences that help our students and teachers reach their full potential.

In gratitude,

Scott Fowkes ’81 
Chair, New Trier Educational Foundation
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IBJI Proudly Supports the 
New Trier Gala 2022

Orthopedic Care Dedicated To Helping 
You Move Better & Live Better.

ibji.com
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6:30 p.m.
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres

7:30 p.m.
Welcome by Emcee Richard Laible

Remarks from

Dr. Paul Sally, Superintendent
New Trier High School District 203

Scott Fowkes ’81, Chair
New Trier Educational Foundation

Paddle Raise

Dinner

Presentation of Alumni Achievement Awards

Dancing to music of D’Lite Duo
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The New Trier Township High School Alumni Achievement  
Awards and Hall of Honor were established in 2010 to  
celebrate alumni whose lives reflect the New Trier motto: 
“To commit minds to inquiry, hearts to compassion, and 
lives to the service of humanity.” 

Honorees have excelled and have been recognized by their 
peers in many fields including the arts and humanities,  
athletics, business, community service, education, health  
care, media and communications, medicine, philanthropy, 
and science.
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ALUMNI HALL OF HONOR
INDUCTED IN 2011

Arthur Nielsen Jr. ’37
Anna Halprin ’38

Jack Steinberger ’38

Donald H. Rumsfeld ’50
Sam Harris ’54

Richard Williamson ’67
Christie Hefner ’70

Geoffrey Tabin ’74
Todd Golub ’81

Rainn Wilson ’84

INDUCTED IN 2012

James C. Warren ’42
Ann-Margret ’59

Thomas Miller ’66

Alan Krensky ’69
Edward Zwick ’70
Martha Minow ’72
Rahm Emanuel ’77

Michael S. Rogers ’77
James Sprayregen ’78

Michael Alter ’79

INDUCTED IN 2013

Bruce M. Alberts ’56
Thomas R. Miller ’56
Mary-Claire King ’63

Bonnie Stern Miller ’66
Scott Turow ’66

W. James McNerney ’67
Susan Grant ’72

James T. Hackett ’72
Bobbi Brown ’75

Steve T. Fickinger ’78

INDUCTED IN 2015

William K. Kellogg III ’48
James F. Collins ’57

Michael Pyle ’57
Michael Shamberg ’62

Paul O. Zelinsky ’70
Christine Ebersole ’71

May Lu Rubnitz Roffe ’72

Clifford Tabin ’72
Mark Steven Kirk ’77
Peter Blair Henry ’87

Sarah Ruhl ’92

INDUCTED IN 2017

Hall “Cap” Adams Jr. ’50
Mark Olsky ’62

Walter McDougall ’64
Ann Compton ’65

Peter McNitt ’72
Cliff Sloan ’75

William Hohengarten ’78
Liz Phair ’85

Matthew Polenzani ’86
Chris Cox ’00Shawn Robinson ’96

Young Alumnus Award

INDUCTED IN 2019

Sen. Charles Percy ’37
Allan Conney ’48
Sheila Hicks ’52

David Sellers ’56
Fred Schmidt ’61

Dr. Alan Robin ’66
Scott Smith ’68

Judge Roy McLeese ’77Clemantine Wamariya ’08
Young Alumnus Award
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Fran Feuer Wolf Deken is a professional bowler recognized 
for her service and leadership in the sport. She represented 
the United States at the 2001 and 2005 Maccabiah Games 
in Israel as captain and bowler on the women’s team, winning 
medals in singles, doubles, team, trios and all events and was awarded the Yetty 
Bennett Sportsman Award in 2001. She also participated in the 2003 Pan American 
Maccabiah Games in Santiago, Chile and bowled the British Open, finishing in the top 
eight and was third in the Malta Senior Open.  

Deken is a past president and board member of the Bowling Writers Association of 
America and winner of their Hennessey Award of Merit in 2016. She has been induc-
ted into the following Halls of Fame: United States Bowling Congress (for service), 
Professional Women Bowlers Association (service), Southern Nevada (skill), Tulsa 
Area (skill), Oklahoma State (skill), Greater Kansas City (skill), and Kansas State (skill).

While at New Trier, Deken was extremely active in GAA. Her after school sports were 
soccer, field hockey, volleyball, basketball, and softball, but aside from all that she 
still had time for bowling on the weekends. She began bowling at age 10 at the  
Winnetka Community House and continues to bowl leagues to this day. Deken 
bowled competitively for the University of Iowa for 4 years, winning national titles 
in 1962 and 1964. She became a professional bowler in 1973 after her first husband 
passed away. She bowled the tour off and on for 7 years while raising two sons.  

When the tour needed help with media, Deken volunteered to write press releases 
(not too difficult for an English major). She realized that she was not a top player but 
could still contribute with her ability to lead and organize. She became the national 
tournament director for the Professional Women Bowlers Association in 1981 and 
has been involved with them ever since, currently as their historian. This has led to 
volunteer work as a member of the United States Bowling Congress Hall of Fame 
Committee (served as chair 2012-2014) and the PWBA Hall of Fame committee,  
where she still serves on both. Deken also volunteered to become a member of the 
board of her local bowling association in 2006 and still continues that activity. She 
was hired to be Association Manager for the Oklahoma State Bowling Association 
in 2017, a part-time job she still enjoys, running several statewide 
tournaments each year and handling the organization’s  
financial duties. 

Deken says her greatest achievement is her two sons, Paul and 
Charles Wolf, who are great fathers and great people.

Fran (Feuer) Deken
Class of 1961

2022 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT HONOREES
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With more than 180 credited roles as a film and  
television actor, Bruce Dern has a Hollywood career  
spanning from the 1960s to present day. He was  
nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting  
Actor for Coming Home in 1979 and Best Actor for Nebraska in 2014. He was also 
nominated for an Emmy for Big Love in 2011 and a Golden Globe for Coming Home. 
Dern has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and received several lifetime 
achievement awards from various film festivals including Cannes. 
He continues to work into his 80s, with ten projects completed 
or in the works just in the past three years, including his  
critically acclaimed role in The Artist’s Wife in 2020.

Bruce Dern
Class of 1954

2022 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT HONOREES

We are proud to continue to support the
New Trier Educational Foundation!

Congratulations
to these exceptional honorees!
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After having served on Nike’s Board of Directors for six 
years, John Donahoe joined Nike as CEO in January 2020 to 
grow the Nike brand as well as Nike’s global business portfolio. 
Previously, he was president and CEO for ServiceNow and eBay. Earlier in his career, 
Donahoe worked for Bain & Company for almost 20 years, becoming the firm’s CEO 
in 1999. A former basketball player and lifelong sports fan, he received an MBA from 
Stanford Graduate School of Business and the Ernest C. Arbuckle Award, which 
recognizes excellence in management leadership.

John Donahoe
Class of 1978
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Growing up in Glencoe Illinois, Justin Niebank began 
studying classical music while in grade school.  
He continued playing music throughout his time at New Trier 
East High School. After graduating from Ripon College in 1978, 
Niebank embarked on a career in popular music.

At first, Niebank was committed to being a performing artist but in time discovered
the lifestyle was not to his liking. Luckily, after spending an enormous amount  
of time in recording studios, he found that the art of recording music was his  
true calling.

As a musician, recording engineer/producer and mixer, Niebank began making
records in the mid 1980s. Splitting his time between Chicago, New York and
London, he eventually landed in Nashville, Tennessee.

Since then, Niebank has had the good fortune of working with hundreds of artists
that bridge multiple eras and genres: from Johnny Winter to Eric Clapton, Neal
Diamond to Bob Seger, Sheryl Crow to Blues Traveler, George Jones to Dolly
Parton, Bon Jovi to Steven Tyler, Blake Shelton to Keith Urban, and Vince Gill to
Taylor Swift.

Along the way, Niebank has worked on over 200 number one records, has received
three Grammys, two CMAs, and eight ACM awards. He also has been recognized
with sixteen Music Row Awards (an acknowledgment for the most top ten records
in a given year).

With his wife, Kathy, Niebank has for thirty years lived on their farm up a hollow in
rural Franklin, Tennessee.

Justin is an avid conservationist and outdoorsman and is a major contributing
member of several conservation organizations.

Justin Niebank
Class of 1974
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Deborah L. Rhode (1952-2021) was, at the time of her death, 
the Ernest W. McFarland Professor of Law and the Director 
of the Center on the Legal Profession at Stanford University. 

She was the founding president of the International Association of Legal Ethics,  
the former president of the Association of American Law Schools, and the former 
founding director of Stanford’s Center on Ethics. She also worked as counsel  
to the House of Representatives’ Judiciary Committee during the impeachment  
proceedings against President Bill Clinton. 

She was the nation’s most frequently-cited scholar on legal ethics and the author  
of 30 books in the fields of professional responsibility, leadership, and gender.

Deborah L. Rhode
Class of 1970

2022 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT HONOREES
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Sharon Percy Rockefeller has served the public media  
community for more than 40 years.  She has been President 
and Chief Executive Officer of WETA, public television and 
radio and Washington, D.C.’s flagship public media station for 32 
years since 1989.  In 2018, Mrs. Rockefeller was a recipient of a National Medal of 
Arts for her extraordinary leadership and advocacy in the arts and public media. 

Mrs. Rockefeller grew up in Kenilworth and attended Joseph Sears Elementary 
School.  Following in the footsteps of her father, Senator Charles H. Percy, who  
graduated from New Trier in 1937, Mrs. Rockefeller was a member of the graduating  
class of 1962.  During her time at New Trier, she ran for class offices with her  
identical twin sister, Valerie; sang in the New Trier choir; played tennis; spoke fluent 
French; and has enjoyed lasting friendships with many of her fellow classmates.

Following graduation from New Trier, Mrs. Rockefeller received a B.A. from Stanford  
University.  She remains active in a number of areas including the arts, education,  
government, and women’s issues. She serves on the Board of Trustees of The  
Museum of Modern Art and is President of the Museum’s International Council.  
She is a recently retired Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Trustee Emeritus,  
of the National Gallery of Art. She is a member of the Rockefeller Foundation Board 
and is a Trustee Emeritus of the Johns Hopkins Medicine Board. Mrs. Rockefeller  
is a member of the National Academy of Medicine President’s Advisory Council  
and a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She is a member of 
The Economic Club of Washington, The Dean’s Council of the Washington National 
Cathedral, and a member and former chairman of the Stanford-in-Washington  
Council. Mrs. Rockefeller is the 2021 recipient of the Foundation for Art & Preserva-
tion in Embassies’ Annenberg Award.  She is also a former member of the boards 
of PepsiCo., Inc.; Stanford University; the University of Chicago and The George 
Washington University.

She is married to retired West Virginia Senator John D. “Jay” Rockefeller IV.   
They have four children and eight grandchildren.  

Sharon (Percy) Rockefeller
Class of 1962
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Nancy Lynch Scott has been a trailblazer for women in 
the traditionally all-male field of investment professionals. 
She first broke through the glass ceiling in the late 1960s by 
being one of the first women hired by an all-male Wall Street 
firm. That experience helped her recognize the need for a safe and comfortable place 
for women to go for financial help. So, in 1970 Nancy started her own firm. She took it 
public and served as its president. She was dedicated to hiring and serving women. 
She co-authored the book, ALONE, a guide for the suddenly single woman.

The late 70s took Nancy into the field of commercial real estate development. With 
the help of a dedicated group of partners, she was able to construct over 20 motels, 
condos, self-storage complexes and a wind energy farm.

“If you can make it there, you can make it anywhere” usually refers to New York  
City. Comparing her experiences in the Big Apple and NTHS, Nancy concludes,  
“Wall Street was hard. New Trier was harder.”

Nancy Lynch grew up in Glencoe, an only child of incredibly supportive parents.  
She attended Central School where the name “New Trier” was almost magical. 

Nancy recalls that “NTHS was big, scary and wonderful. Academics were a real 
challenge and A’s hard to come by. Extra-curricular activities - a dream come true.”  
Nancy enjoyed many different sports but found her real passion was in the theater. 
She enjoyed roles in many productions including the famed Lagniappe. Senior year, 
she became the editor of PLAYBACK, the audio yearbook.

Nancy found no sympathy when she lamented to her favorite teacher, Mrs. Peggy 
Wingler, “No NYSE Wall Street firm will ever hire a woman.” Mrs. W replied,  
“Then it’s your job to change that.” She remained Nancy’s trusted pen pal for the  
next 25 years.

Presently, Nancy enjoys the company of her first love and high school sweetheart, 
Rear Admiral Michael Scott (NTHS ‘61), and spending time with their 
growing family. She passionately serves the community through 
her San Diego Rotary club (the fourth largest in the world). 

Nancy (Lynch) Scott
Class of 1960
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Richard E. Wiley is a Partner in the Washington D.C. law 
firm of Wiley Rein LLP, with over 250 lawyers and one of 
the nation’s largest communications practice.

A native of Winnetka, Illinois, Dick Wiley (like his two brothers before him)  
graduated from New Trier High School where, among various activities, he played 
Varsity Baseball, other team sports, the euphonium horn in the Band and Orchestra 
and, most of all, enjoyed his challenging Great Books class.

Mr. Wiley later graduated from Northwestern University (B.S. with distinction, and 
again participating in Varsity Baseball and the University’s Bands and Orchestra); 
Northwestern Law School (J.D.); and Georgetown Law Center (LL.M). After serving 
as an Officer in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps at The Pentagon,  
he returned to Chicago to practice law and teach law school for eight years.

From 1970-77, Dick Wiley served as Chairman, Commissioner and General Counsel 
of the Federal Communications Commission where he was a leading force in the 
agency’s initial efforts to foster increased competition and lessened regulation in 
the communications field. He is the only person to have held all three positions. 
Thereafter, Mr. Wiley was the Managing Partner of Kirkland and Ellis’ Washington 
D.C. Office and, beginning in 1983, of his own law firm. Over some 30 years, he was  
involved in a host of major communications mergers and acquisitions. And for nearly 
a decade, he also led pro bono the effort to develop a new digital HDTV transmission  
standard for our country and received an Emmy for his role.

Dick Wiley has been profiled in numerous publications, including The New York 
Times (“Telecommunications’ Ubiquitous Man of Influence”), Los Angeles Times 
(“The Sixth Commissioner”), International Herald Tribune (“Most Influential Media 
Lawyer in the U.S.”), American Lawyer (“Brand Name of Communications Law”), 
Toronto Globe and Mail (“Father of HDTV”), D.C. Bar Journal (“Legend of the Bar”), 
Broadcasting and Cable (“100 Men of the Century”), etc.  
He also has received many industry awards and chaired  
a variety of bar associations.

Richard E. Wiley
Class of 1951

2022 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT HONOREES
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Dr. Chad Bernstein is a husband and father of four amazing 
kids, the Co-Founder/CEO of Guitars Over Guns, and a profes-
sional musician who has been instrumental in the evolution of the 
“Latin Funk” sound of Miami. Through the universal language of music,  
Chad galvanized the artist community to use music as a bridge to reach and  
empower our most vulnerable youth.

Chad received a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the University of Miami in 2012, 
turning the focus of his dissertation to Guitars Over Guns’ research-based methods. 
This set the stage for Chad and his father, Bob, to collaborate on the organization’s 
creation in 2008. Today, Guitars Over Guns has a $2,000,000 budget serving nearly 
2,000 students a year in Miami, Chicago, and Los Angeles.

In 2015, Chad was honored as a CNN Hero, and has since been featured on the 
Steve Harvey Show and in People Magazine. In 2019, Chad received the Ruth Shack 
Leadership Award, an honor held in Miami’s highest regard; and in 2020 was named 
an inaugural recipient of the Elevate Prize, selected from among thousands of global 
changemakers.

Chad serves as a Governor on the board of the Recording Academy, while remaining  
one of South Florida’s premier Latin, jazz, and funk artists. He performs with the 
Latin Grammy-nominated Spam Allstars and Miami-based band ¡Suénalo!, and has 
worked with Pitbull, Shakira, will.i.am, Natalie Cole, Frank Sinatra, Jr., Chaka Kahn, 
John Legend, Phil Ramone, Pee Wee Ellis, and Jencarlos Canela, among others.

A proud member of New Trier Class of 2002, Chad’s student life was mostly spent 
on the third floor of the music wing, participating in Jazz Band, Symphonic Band, 
Orchestra, Jazz Improv, Pep Band, Lagniappe, and trombone and piano lessons.  
He fondly remembers the Cultural Immersion trip to China with Jazz 1. When not 
making music, Chad could be found playing hockey, lacrosse or wrestling. For his 
Senior Project, Chad recorded his first CD, engineered by fellow New Trier students 
and featuring science teacher Nick Drozdoff. He is humbled to be named to New 
Trier’s Alumni Hall of Honor.

Chad Bernstein
Class of 2002, Young Alumnus Award

2022 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT HONOREES
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Scott Fowkes ‘81
Chair

Rob Faurot ‘77
Vice Chair

Larry Dickman
Treasurer

Erika Joyce ‘94
Secretary

Nicole Dizon
Director,

Communications  & 
Alumni Relations

Denise Dubravec
Winnetka Campus

 Principal

Jean Hahn
Board of Education

Representative

Chris Johnson
Assistant Superintendent 

for Finance and Operations

Katie Kritek
Kinetic Wellness Faculty

Liz Mayer ’02
Executive Director, NTEF

Wendy Parks
Special Education

Faculty

Paul Sally, EdD
Superintendent

Brittany Sievers
Business Education 

 Faculty

Peter Tragos
Assistant Superintendent 

for Curriculum 
and Instruction

Paul Waechtler
Northfield Campus 

Principal

Julia Werner & Robin Cook
Co-Chairs, New Trier 
 Parents’ Association

Jackie Avitia-Guzman
Neha Biggs

Jennifer Brown
David Buyer ‘85

Joan Criswell
Sara Elsasser ‘02

Lenny Feller
Michelle Gooze-Miller ’89

Randy Hack
Ashley Kain ‘02

John McGuinness ‘77
Carrie Winter

Rosemary Wynnychenko ‘22

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Janet Hersh ’74
Chris West ’68

EX-OFFICIO
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James Crane ‘12

Meredith Falk ‘15

Bari Fleischer ‘02

Rob Green ‘05

Blake Ostrander ‘07

Helen Oushana ‘01

Evan Ricaurte ‘15

Kevin Sussman ‘14

Laura Usiskin ‘01

Christina Warner ‘08

Bill Yen ‘19

Neha Biggs

Ann Braham ‘81

Meredith Falk ‘15

Scott Fowkes ‘81

Jean Hahn

Erika Joyce ‘94

Brian Hart ‘05, Chair

Randy Hack, Chair
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Wilmette
1515 N. Sheridan
Wilmette, IL 60091
(847) 250-9274
wilmette@stretchlab.com S T U D I O

1 - on - 1
assisted

15%-off any service/memberships for students

stretching

Improve training 
and performance

Benefits for 
Young Athletes

Reduce recovery 
time

Prevent injuries

*present your current valid school ID to Redeem 

Cathleen Albrecht,
President

Keith Dronen,
Vice President

Kimberly Alcantara

Avik Das

Jean Hahn

Brad McLane

Sally Tomlinson
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The Foundation is grateful to the many students, parents, and faculty 
who contributed to the success of Gala 2022.

New Trier Media, Speech & Theatre
James Syrek, Media Production Faculty

Fryderyk Kuzniar ‘23, Film Student

New Trier Glass Arts
Monique Roberts Boyd, Art Faculty

New Trier Special Education
Robin E. Magnusson, Manager, Sofi’s Greenhouse & Rooftop Gardens

New Trier Applied Arts
Jason Boumstein, Department Chair

Alex Howe, Applied Arts Faculty

New Trier String Quartet
Peter Rosheger, Music Faculty

Musicians: Savannah Hsu ’23, violin; Stacy Mok ’23, viola; 
Caleb Sim ’24, violoncello; and Jenny Zhu ’23, violin

New Trier Kinesis Dance Company
Katie Kritek, Kinetic Wellness Faculty

Christopher Rutt, Artistic Director and Kinetic Wellness Faculty 
Johannah Wininsky, Artistic Director and Kinetic Wellness Faculty

Lauren Van Neck ‘22, Choreographer
Max Richter, Musical Director

Dancers: Grace Bittman, Rebecca Dubey, Camryn Lowry,
Sierra Miller, Maddie Murphy, and Katherine Zmudka

New Trier Parents’ Association
Robin Cook and Julia Werner, NTPA Co-Presidents

New Trier Booster Club
Cindy Blikre, President

New Trier Fine Arts Association
Emily Marshall, President
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Agency in Fashion and Embroidery Design

Science Olympiad Building and Study Materials

New Trier students in Fashion, Architecture and Engineering are now able to create 
on a higher-level by integrating fashion techniques with more in-house materials  
purchased through this Foundation grant. It also provides funding to acquire a 
Serger, an industrial machine that helps to create a clean edge on any seam and 
builds efficiency into projects by enabling students to accomplish several tasks 
simultaneously. 

We’re cheering on the New Trier High School Science Olympiad team as they 
participate in this year’s tournament season competing with other high school teams 
around the nation.  The students have been abuzz doing lots of building and testing  
of their wooden bridge, gravity vehicle, projectile launcher, Wi-Fi lab — just to name 
a few — using building and study materials purchased with 203 Grants funding.  
The Foundation is proud to be a long-time supporter of Science Olympiad. We wish 
the team the best of luck this season!

203 GRANTS SPOTLIGHT
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Gracie, New Trier’s Therapy Dog

Power Wheel Cars for GoBabyGo! Partnership

We’re celebrating Gracie, New Trier’s Therapy Dog, and the impact her presence 
makes for NT students and staff. The presence of a therapy dog has been shown to 
decrease anxiety and enable students to express and manage issues of grief/loss, 
learning issues, school refusal, substance/eating disorders and psycho/social issues. 
Pictured above is Gracie with her owner/handler, Kristine Hummel, attending the 
Foundation’s Strokes of Genius Grant Drive last fall. The Foundation is proud to  
support the New Trier Therapy Dog Program.

The University of Delaware launched GoBabyGo! for engineering students to modify 
Power Wheel cars that enable children with physical disabilities to be mobile.  
With funding from the Foundation’s 203 Grants program, New Trier Applied Arts will 
be doing this project in the Intro to Engineering Design classes in order to create 
positive impact on the lives of children. With additional Power Wheels and materials, 
this project can be offered to more students.

203 GRANTS SPOTLIGHT
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Taking New Trier Media to the Next Level

Latin Club Project Building Robust Learning

This Foundation grant provides access to the just-released DJI Ronin 4D camera 
for junior and senior students in our TV & Film 2 and 3 classes. This new technology 
enables them to be more competitive in film competitions and increases the quality 
of their portfolios and college application videos. With available training on emerging 
technology, New Trier students stay ahead of the curve and develop as leaders in the 
field beyond high school.

The Latin Club has long been a vibrant part of the New Trier Community. Funding from 
the Foundation’s 203 Grants program enables the Club to purchase a Lego set for 
building a scale model of the Roman Colosseum and have it for future Latin classes.  
It will connect different disciplines such as history, architecture, film, and Latin 
through hands-on learning and creative collaboration.

203 GRANTS SPOTLIGHT
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Student Leads Humanitarian Bioengineering Project 

Robotics Builds In-House Capability for Competitions

Luka Schulmeyer ’22 has been building a prosthetic upper limb device for a young 
boy as part of an applied arts project through e-NABLE, an online global community 
of “Digital Humanitarian” volunteers who use 3D printing to make free and low-cost 
devices for children and adults in need. The Foundation is proud to have provided 
funding for the acquisition of 3D printing and scanning equipment that enables 
students in applied arts and engineering to lead projects that provide meaningful 
learning experiences and transform the lives they serve.

New Trier’s Robotics Club consists of three divisions that provide students with  
opportunities to experience deeper connections with what they learn in the class-
room: VEX/Land Group, ROV/Water Group, and Drone/Air Group. The Foundation is 
proud to support the club with funding for kits and components that enable students 
to hold events safely during the pandemic and to develop their skillsets in leadership 
and teamwork.
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Support more initiatives that nurture the creativity of 
our students and provide them with exceptional learning 

experiences to help them reach their full potential.

MAKE A GIFT TO THE FOUNDATION

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
https://connect.newtrierconnect.org/give/donation

OR SCAN THIS QR CODE

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE






